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The Marian Messenger
Newsletter of the Sodality of Our Lady of the Annunciation

St. Hugh of Grenoble Catholic Church
Greenbelt, Maryland

     “Come Holy Spirit! Help us to give ourselves entirely to Jesus through Mary.”

 Prefect’s Perspective 
Dear Fellow Sodalists, 

I am thankful that we were able to gather for our annual Sodality Christmas party in Grenoble Hall 
earlier in December. Our hospitality team and additional volunteers met the Friday before the party and 
did a wonderful job decorating, arranging the beautiful decorations supplied by Mary Bitter. In addition 
to the delicious foods we enjoyed during our party, we are thankful to Betty Triplett for coordinating 
and leading our program of readings and Christmas carols. What a lift 
for the spirit! Father Walter was able to join us briefly and we 
presented him with a Spiritual Bouquet, lovingly assembled and 
printed by Cindy Perry, who has our thanks for doing this. In addition, 
Beth Osbourne passed out cards for prayer partners. Thank you Beth 
for this beautiful tradition that you inspire us to do each year. 

What a joyous time of year these days are, as we celebrate the birth of 
our Savior Jesus. Hopefully all of you have been in touch with family and friends, listening to the music 
of the season, and enjoying the sights of the lights throughout our towns. In our home, we observed the 
lighting of the candles for Advent, as anticipation built up for Christmas Day. We also went down to the 
Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land on Christmas Eve to help light the luminaries that burn there 
throughout the Christmas Octave, and finished the day with Christmas Eve Mass. How fortunate we 
were that St Hugh of Grenoble was able to celebrate the Mass in person. 

The pandemic is still with us, and new variants cause surges of infection and raise the levels of 
anxiety. Our Blessed Mother Mary was no stranger to turbulent times and understands what 
we are going through. We have been given the Rosary to pray and it is especially helpful during 
these times. I encourage each of us to spend time with the Rosary and to ask the aid of our 
Blessed Mother as we draw closer to Jesus. May hope and the love of God burn bright within all of us. 

To Jesus through Mary,  

Candy Culhane 

  



THE MARIAN MESSENGER WINTER 2022

PAGE 2

The Value of Reparations to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in Our Time 

How familiar are you with the prac2ce of Marian 
devo2ons on five first Saturdays?  What is the significance of 
this devo2on?  Did you know that fervent prac2ce of this 
devo2on will bring tremendous graces and mercies to our 
broken world?  The message from Our Lady of Fa2ma to Sr. 
Lucia in December 1925 has led to what we know as First 
Saturday Devo2ons to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Our 
Lady promised that prac2cing this devo2on on 5 consecu2ve 
first Saturdays will console her for the terrible blasphemies 
and ingra2tude which she endures at every moment, 
piercing Her Immaculate Heart like cruel thorns.  Another 
purpose for these devo2ons is for the conversion of sinners.  
She also promises that those who faithfully par2cipate in 
devo2on to her immaculate heart will help bring an end to 
the punishments that are falling so heavily upon us for the 
unprecedented crimes of the world today..   

What is involved in the prac2ce of this devo2on?  Our Lady instructed Sr. Lucia as followed: 

Look, My daughter, at My Heart, surrounded with thorns with which ungrateful men 
pierce Me at every moment by their blasphemies and ingra<tude. Do you, at least, 
try to console Me and announce in My name that I promise to assist at the moment 
of death, with all the graces necessary for salva<on, all those who, on the first 
Saturday of five consecu<ve months shall confess, receive Holy Communion, recite 
five decades of the Rosary, and keep Me company for fiDeen minutes while 
medita<ng on the fiDeen mysteries of the Rosary, with    the inten<on of making 
repara<on to Me.”   
(Revela<on of Our Lady of Fa<ma to Sr. Lucia, December 10, 1925) 

According to The Fa2ma Center, “the Confession may be made during the eight days before or aOer the 
Communion.  The Rosary (five decades) may be recited at any convenient 2me of the day, and the 15- minute 
medita2on may be made at any 2me of the day, either on all the mysteries as a whole, or on one special 
mystery.” 

Now more than ever, we need these promised graces and mercies in the world.  In case you 
were not aware, the Knights of Columbus here at St. Hugh’s lead first Saturday Rosary each month 
following the first Saturday daily Mass.  You take the lead and choose the 2me to fulfill the rest of 
the devo2ons.  Come to our next mee2ng for more informa2on about this devo2on or visit the 
Fa2ma center online at hZps://fa2ma.org/first-saturday-devo2on/.   

Source:   The Fa2ma Center, downloaded from hZps://fa2ma.org/first-saturday-devo2on/ on December 
28, 2021. 

—Ar2cle by Cindy Perry 

https://fatima.org/first-saturday-devotion/
https://fatima.org/first-saturday-devotion/
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The Difference 

I got up early one morning 
 and rushed right into the day; 
I had so much to accomplish  
 that I didn’t have time to pray. 

Problems just tumbled about me 
 and heavier came each task. 
“Why doesn’t God help me?” I wondered. 
 He answered, “You didn’t ask.” 

I wanted to see joy and beauty, 
 but the day toiled on, gray and bleak; 
I wondered why God didn’t show me, 
 He said, “But you didn’t seek.” 

I tried to come into God’s presence; 
 I used all my keys at the lock. 
God gently and lovingly chided, 
 “My child, you didn’t knock.” 

I woke up early this morning, 
 and paused before entering the day; 
I had so much to accomplish 
 that I had to take time to pray. 

Author Unknown 
Shared by Betty Triplett

“Behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ‘Rise, take 
the child and his mother, flee 
to Egypt…”  

- - Matthew 2:13

“I don’t care if you’re five or 105, 
God from all eternity chose you to be 

where you are, at this time in history, to 
change the world.” 

—Mother Angelica 

Infant of Prague: Feast Day January 14
Novena: January 5- January 13

O Jesus, Who has said, “Ask and you shall 
receive, seek and you shall find, knock and it 
shall be opened,” through the intercession of 
Mary, Your Most Holy Mother, I knock, I seek, 
I ask that my prayer be granted.

(Make your request)

O Jesus, Who has said, “All that you ask of the 
Father in My Name, He will grant you,” through 
the intercession of Mary Your Most Holy 
Mother, I humbly and urgently ask Your Father 
in Your name that my prayer will be granted.

(Make your request)

O Jesus, Who has said, “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away but My word shall not pass away,” 
through the intercession of Mary Your Most 
Holy Mother, I feel confident that my prayer 
will be granted.

(Make your request)

—EWTN,  January 2022 Newsletter
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Morning of Reflection  

October 23, 2021—St. Joseph: A Creatively Courageous Father 

Once again we hosted an abbreviated version of our annual Day of Reflection. We began with 9:00 am 
Mass concelebrated by Fr. Tappe and our presenter, Conventual Franciscan Friar Fr. Paul Schloemer. 
The theme, “St. Joseph: A Creatively Courageous Father,” was chosen to highlight the Year of St. 
Joseph and to emphasize St. Joseph’s particular virtue of courage as described in Pope Francis’ Patris 
Corde (With A Father’s Heart). Fr. Paul provided two very engaging presentations and referenced 
homilies and talks by Pope Francis and documents about St. Joseph by previous pontiffs Pope Paul VI 
(Homily on the Feast of St. Joseph, March 27, 1969) and St. Pope John Paul II (Redemptoris Custos, 
1989). Fr. Paul began his first presentation by describing his challenge with the topic, namely, that at 
first sight Joseph didn’t seem to offer much material for meditation. He is mentioned by name in 
relation to a few events in Our Lord’s childhood but he doesn’t say anything; his language is silence. It 
was by his attention to angelic voices while he slept that we see his virtue of courage in action. Joseph 
listened to the voice of God, was attentive to God’s will, and responded with obedience, embracing 
circumstances in his life that he did not choose: Mary’s surprise pregnancy and later the directive to 
flee to Egypt for an unknown length of time. 

So what might Joseph’s life have to say to us in our particularly challenging times? Fr. Paul quoted 
Pope Francis’ Patris Corde, section 5: “If the first stage of all true interior healing is to accept our 
personal history and embrace even the things in life that we did not choose, we must now add another 
important element: creative courage. This emerges especially in the way we deal with difficulties. In 
the face of difficulty, we can either give up and walk away, or somehow engage with it. At times, 
difficulties bring out resources we did not even think we had.” The example of Joseph being creatively 
courageous, finding solutions in the situations of his life, is a great lesson and encouragement for us. 
Joseph is not just the patron saint of fathers and the Catholic Church, but also unborn children, 
immigrants, workers of all kinds, people experiencing doubt and hesitation, and other problems. There 
are many circumstances today for which we might call upon St. Joseph’s intercession. Let us turn to 
him with great devotion and emulate his virtues, and especially let 
us pray for an abundance of creative courage! 

—Article by  Monica Huber 
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                        Keep current on our news by 
visiting our webpage: 

www.sthughofgrenoble.org 

PRAYER CORNER 
Let us remember to pray… 
• for all our deceased Sodalists, parishioners and their family 

members who have died, especially for Frances M.
• for those who are ill, especially for Dalisay L, JoAnn K., Ellen H., 

Solange H., Peggy R. and Marguerite K. 

Reminder: Our lector for… 
Jan.2: Monica H.  
Feb.6: Mary W. 

March 6: JoEllen S. 

Calendar of Events 

Jan. 2  Sodality Mass & Meeting 
Jan. 7  First Friday Holy Hour @ 7pm 
Jan.17    EC Meeting @ 7pm/Rectory 
Jan. 21  March for Life 
Feb. 4     First Friday Holy Hour @ 7pm 
Feb. 5  First Saturday Devotion 
Feb. 6   Sodality Mass & Meeting 
Feb. 21  EC Meeting @ 7pm/Rectory 
Mar. 2    Ash Wednesday 
Mar. 4   Stations of the Cross @ 7pm 
Mar. 5   First Saturday Devotion 
Mar. 6  Sodality Mass & Meeting 
Mar.19   Solemnity of St.Joseph 
Mar. 21  EC Meeting @ 7pm/Rectory 
Mar. 25   Feast of the Annunciation 

Winter Birthdays 
Jan.2   Margaret Z. is 100 !!!  
     Feb. 13  Peggy C. 
Jan. 10 Veronica P.   Feb. 27  Marguerite K. 
Feb. 7  JoEllen S.    Mar. 2    Barbara F. 
Feb. 9  Kathleen McF.   Mar. 13  Sally B. 
Feb. 11 Anu S.    Mar. 18  Theresa E. 

http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
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